
LEWIS COUNTY: 
FROM TANNERIES TO THE WHITE HOUSE 

Jesse Grant was a successful tanner in Brown County, 
Ohio, and eventually owned three tanneries across the 
Ohio River in Lewis County. Had Jesse’s eldest son, 
Hiram Ulysses Grant, been interested in following in 
his father’s footsteps, Jesse would not have sent him 
to the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, his name 
would not have been mistakenly changed to Ulysses 
Simpson Grant and U.S. history would be different.   

One of Jesse Grant’s tanyards was near the celebrated Esculapia Springs. This illustration is from “Collins’ Historical Sketches of 

Kentucky, Cincinnati, 1847.” Kentucky Historical Society, Martin F. Schmidt Collection, 2004.41.9.  
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